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POST-SEPT.ll: UD LAW PROFESSOR SEES 'QUESTIONABLE AND
TROUBLESOME BALANCE OF SECURITY AND LIBERTIES'

Richard Saphire, University of Dayton law professor and member of the state board of
directors of the American Civil Liberties Union, is troubled by the "particular secretiveness" of
the Bush administration. "I don't doubt that the government has a good faith belief that all of its
post-9 /lllaw enforcement and security policies are in the nation's long-term interests, but I
believe that many of those policies, and the general philosophy that they reflect, strike a very
questionable and troublesome balance between our security and our liberties," he said.
The American people have too easily acquiesced to "very restrictive government
policies," he said. "Most Americans apparently have the attitude that, with respect to matters of
security and terrorism, we'll just place our confidence in the hands of the government and hope
they know what to do. We just assume that whatever that costs is worth it."
He calls it "frightening" that those ruled as combatants, through a decision-making
process that is carefully hidden from public scrutiny, can be "whisked away to God knows
where. Within a month and a half after Sept. 11, some 1,200 people were detained. Some were
deported, some are still in this country, some are not able to see lawyers. The notion that we can
take people who we suspect are in cahoots with terrorists and hold them forever and not supply
lawyers and not process in public- that's almost unheard of in American history. We have no
way of knowing if it's brought us greater security. Perhaps one reason we haven't had further
terrorist acts is that picking up 1,200 people worked. But we have no way of knowing that."
Saphire knows it's difficult to strike a balance between freedom and security. "It's still
early, but there are a lot of ominous signs out there," he said. "With more cameras in public
places and surveillance on the Internet and at public meetings, the realm of individual privacy
that's immune from government scrutiny is shrinking more and more. That's something that's
not easily retrievable.
"I think that we have begun to accept the notion that we must concede to the
government enormous power to fight an undeclared, ill-defined and open-ended war on
terrorism, even if it means that we must give up a significant part of the freedom that we have
traditionally cherished as a people" Saphire said. "I also think that once these freedoms have
been compromised, they will be very difficult to retrieve. And this is something about which we
all should be worried."
For media interviews, contact Rich Saphire at (937) 229-2820 or via e-mail at
richard.saphire@notes. udayton.ed u.
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